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M ni stry of Education
Education Week: It's not about us, it's about you!

VICTORIA - Take a look in the mrror because this year Education Wek
IS

all about you. The annual cel ebration of |earning, which starts today
and runs all week, is about all the work being done by famlies,
educators and conmunities to personalize |earning and allow every
student to own their learning and follow their passions.

St udent s spend about 14 per cent of their time in school - making you,
as parents, critically inportant partners with teachers, supporting and
nurturing your child' s |ove of learning both in and outside of the
classroom British Colunbia is a diverse province, with many famlies,
cultures and | anguages. \Wat brings us together is the value we all

pl ace on education. For a video of parents tal king about their
experiences at Holly Elenentary in Surrey, check out:

http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ av/vi deo/ 2011/ hol |l y-el enent ary/

Quot es:
M ni ster of Education CGeorge Abbott -

"Over the last year, all of our education partners have been working to
expl ore how we can take our good educati on system and nake it

brilliant.

Fam | i es tal king about the inportance of education, comrunities
exploring locally based solutions to inprove education and incl ude
First

Nations culture, and teachers tal king about innovations to better guide
and support learning. You are all making a difference to the future of
education.”

Sasha Dyer, parent at Holly Elenentary, Surrey -

"The teachers seemlike they really care about your kids, like their
education actually matters to themand it nmeans a ot to nme as a parent
because you feel like this is a partnership and it's not just a one-

sided relationship."
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Qui ck Facts:

* The nature of famly life in British Colunbia has changed a great

deal

in the last 50 years.

* In nore than two-thirds of famlies headed by a couple, both parents
now work. In famlies with children under three, both parents work in
nore than 75 per cent of these fanilies.

* Qur famlies have grown smaller in B.C. Alnost half of B.C. famlies
now have only two nenbers.

* | n 2006, Aboriginal people accounted for alnobst five per cent of the
popul ation of B.C. and 28 per cent of the Aboriginal popul ation was
under 15.

* In the past 50 years, British Colunbia' s popul ati on has grown from
1.6

mllion people to 4.5 million. Immgration accounts for 70 per cent of
our popul ation grow h.

* Thousands of B.C. children are navigating dual cultures and | anguages
in addition to the | earning and devel opnent all children experience.

* Qur belief in the inportance of education has grown: In 1961, only 68
per cent of B.C youth aged 15-19 attended school. By 2006, only 12 per
cent of those aged 25-64 had | ess than a hi gh school education.

Learn Mbre:

On Educati on Week
http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ av/ vi deo/ 2011/ hol | y- el enent ary/

On Personal i zed Learning:
http://ww. gov. bc. ca/ prem er/ attachnents/ PTC vi si on%0f or educati on. pdf

http://ww. bcssa. org/fall conference. ht m

Exanpl es of Personalized Lear ning:
http://bit.ly/hj NcSF
http://bit.ly/dYP7Q3
http://bit.ly/gwR5IR

Resources for parents:
http://ww. | ear nnowbc. ca/ Lear ni ngResour ces. aspx

Cont act:

Public Affairs Bureau
M ni stry of Education
250 356-5963

Connect with the Province of B.C at: www. gov.bc.cal/connect
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