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Mnistry of Children and Fam |y Devel opnent
Fundi ng boost eases transition to full-day kindergarten

VICTORI A - Approximately 900 |icensed child-care providers across B.C
will receive a bonus cheque this spring.

That's because the Mnistry of Children and Fam |y Devel opnent has
allocated $1 million in one-time funding for licensed group child-care
(30

nonths to school -age) providers that receive funding under the Child Care
Operating Fundi ng program

This funding is to help child-care providers during the transition period
associated with the inplenentation of full-day kindergarten. It is
anticipated that this licence category nay be inpacted by a | ower
enrolment in their child-care facilities as a result of nore five year

ol ds attending full-day kindergarten in Septenber 2011

Provi ders can use this funding to assist with the cost of providing
quality child-care services to purchase itens that enhance devel opnent al
opportunities for younger learners. This may include purchasi ng books,
toys, arts and crafts supplies, and other educational itens, as well as
m nor capital enhancenents to inprove the quality of the facility (e.qg.
equi prent or furniture). The funds may al so be used for professional
devel opnment and trai ning.

Payments are based on the nunber of funded Iicensed group child-care
spaces - at the rate of approximtely $45 per licensed space. In this
category, the nunber of |icensed spaces per facility ranges fromtwo
spaces to 80 spaces. This funding is being applied to nearly 23,000 child-
care spaces across B.C. with an average paynent of nmore than $1,000 to
each provider.

Quot es:

Mary McNeil, Mnister of Children and Family Devel opnent:

"This government continues to work closely with child-care providers,
parents and communities to create a strong foundation for early chil dhood
devel opnent, early learning and child care. Alarge part of that is
recogni zing the significant contribution that child-care providers make
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to

soci ety - and hel ping them out where we can. This investnent gives them
an

extra boost and helps themto further enhance the quality of their child-
care setting, benefiting children and famlies."

Corrina Hornidge, supported child devel opnent consultant, Northern Health
Aut hority:

"The one-time funding for licensed group child-care providers is a step
in

the right direction. This financial support and acknow edgenment wi ||
absolutely be appreciated in the child-care field in B.C."

Qui ck Facts:

* Approximately 900 licensed group child-care (30 nmonths to school - age)
providers across B.C. will receive this one-tine funding.

* To be eligible to receive this paynent, child-care providers nust have
an active 2010-11 fundi ng agreenment under the Child Care Operating
Fundi ng

program as of Dec. 1, 2010. Eligible child-care providers will receive

t he

one-tine paynment by the end of March 2011.

* The B.C. governnent provides over $65 nmillion for providers annually in
child-care operating funding. Mire facilities are eligible for funding
than ever before - wth over 4,800 |licensed child-care facilities across
t he province receiving funding.

* The Child Care Qperating Funding program assists eligible |icensed
group

and famly child-care providers with the cost of providing child care.
Fundi ng anobunts are based on enrol nent. Funding is available for al

i censed care types, with the exception of occasional child care and
residential care.

* The B.C. government has taken several innovative steps to bring in new
early learning and chil dhood devel opnent opportunities, services and
supports, such as introducing full-day kindergarten for B.C. famlies.

* Budget 2011 includes $365 million over three years to establish full-
day

ki ndergarten for five-year-olds. Full-day learning is associated with

i nproved literacy and nuneracy, snoother transitions to Grade 1, and

i ncreased post-secondary graduation rates.

* The first phase of full-day kindergarten was inplenented in Septenber
2010, with nore than half of the province' s kindergarten students

begi nning full-day kindergarten. The renai ni ng ki ndergarten students wil|l
begin in Septenmber 2011, which will bring the nunber of full-day

ki ndergarten students to an estinated 40, 000.

* Government is also continuing to invest in StrongStart BC prograns and
pl ans to expand the program across the province.

* The B.C. governnent will spend $296 nmillion on child care in 2011-12 -
a

40 per cent increase since 2000-01. As a result, 97,000 |icensed child-



care spaces are funded in communities around the province.
Learn More:

* For nore information on the Child Care Operating Funding program
pl ease

visit: http://ww.ntcf.qgov. bc.cal/childcare/operating. htm

* For nmore information about child care in B.C., please visit:
http://ww. ncf. gov. bc. ca/chil dcare/

* For nore information on full-day kindergarten and StrongStart BC,
pl ease

visit: http://ww.bced. gov. bc.cal/early |earning/
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