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CONNAUGHT STRONGSTART CENTRE HUB FOR FAM LI ES

NEW WESTM NSTER - Tucked in the far west corner of New Westm nster, the
StrongStart BC centre at Connaught Hei ghts El enentary has been host to
nore than 50 famlies, many of whom were on hand today to cel ebrate a
successful first year of operation.

"The StrongStart BC programis an inportant resource for early
chi | dhood

| earni ng," said Education M nister Margaret MacDi arm d. "By working
together with school districts and comunities, our governnent is
hel pi ng preschool -aged children start school with the skills they need
to succeed.”

StrongStart BCis a free drop-in early |earning programfor preschool -
aged children acconpani ed by a parent or caregiver. A qualified early
chil dhood educator |eads activities, including stories, nusic, and
arts,

to help children grow linguistically, enotionally and socially, and
beconme confortable in a school -1ike setting.

The Province is investing $43 nmillion to expand StrongStart BC, with
316

prograns now operating. StrongStart BC prograns help fulfi
governnent's

commitnent to use underutilized school district space to deliver early
| earni ng services. Last year, there were nore than 475,000 visits to
StrongStart BC progranms across the province.

The New West mi nster school district received $20,000 to prepare in-
school space at Connaught Heights for their StrongStart BC centre. Each
year they receive $32,000 to fund operating costs, including staff,

prof essi onal devel opnment, supplies and heal thy snacks.

"W are well aware of the inportance of Connaught Heights Elenmentary to
the community and the StrongStart BC program here has been a wel cone
addition," said New Westm nster board chair M chael Ewen. "CQur schoo
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district is happy to have again partnered with the Mnistry of
Educati on
to support early learning in our schools."

Since 2001, the Province has invested $1.4 billion in literacy and
literacy-related initiatives, such as StrongStart BC early | earning
progranms, alnost $18 nmillion to operate the kindergarten-readi ness
program Ready, Set, Learn and $2.7 million for LEAP BC resources that
encourage |iteracy, physical activity and healthy eating in preschool -
aged chil dren.

Governnent has conmitted $280 mlIlion over three years to inplenent
ful

day kindergarten for all five-year-olds in B.C. Full day kindergarten
i's

now avail able for 50 per cent of kindergarten students and will be
available to every five-year-old starting school next fall
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