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VANCOUVER SCHOOL BOARD ORDERED TO RELEASE STUDENT SAFETY REPORT

VICTORIA - Information and Privacy Conmm ssioner Elizabeth Denham has
ordered the Vancouver Board of Education (the board) to rel ease
previously severed information contained in a report entitled "Quest
Qut door Educati on Program Revi ew' that analyzed the board' s student
safety and security program and provi ded recommendati ons for

i mprovemnent .

The board had previously withheld | arge sections of the 17-page report
by Don Avison - a former provincial deputy mnister and fornmer

presi dent

of the Research Universities Council of B.C. - on the grounds that

di scl osure coul d cause financial and other harmto the board.

"I did not agree that rel ease of the information could cause financia
or other harmto the board, but | do agree that some details in M.
Avison's report may be withheld to protect the personal privacy of
third

parties," Denham sai d.

Denham ordered the board to rel ease an additional seven pages of the
report. The board has 30 days to give the freedom of-i nformation
applicant all the sections the conm ssioner has identified for rel ease
in the order.

The O fice of the Information and Privacy Comn ssioner is independent
from governnent and nonitors and enforces British Colunbia s Persona

I nformation Protection Act and Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act. The conm ssioner is mandated to investigate and resol ve
privacy conplaints, conduct research into anything affecting privacy
rights, and comrent on the privacy inplications of proposed

| egi sl ati on,

policies and new technol ogi es by public bodies and private sector

or gani zati ons.

To read the order, please visit ww. 0i pc. bc.ca under 'Wat's new .
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For further information, contact:

Shel by Al fred
Ofice of the Information and Privacy Comm ssioner for British Col unbia

Tel : 250 953-4191
Emai | : sal fred@i pc. bc. ca
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