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COQUI TLAM STARTS Kl NDERGARTEN CONSTRUCTI ON

COQUI TLAM - The first shovel of dirt was officially noved as two schoo
construction projects began today in Coquitlam addi ng 205 nore student
spaces at area schools, Port Moody-Coquitlam M.A lain Black and
Coqui t | am Bur ke Mountai n MLA Dougl as Horne announced.

"In the fall of 2011, Coquitlamw |l have space for all of the
districts' new full-day kindergarten students thanks to the additions
bei ng done at Aspenwood and Branbl ewood el enmentary schools,” said Bl ack
"This is a growing area of the school district and the Province's
investnent of $4.4 million to add an additional nine classroons wll
hel p t hem accommpdate this val uabl e program confortably."

Aspenwood El enment ary

three classroons for full-day kindergarten

three cl assroons for elenmentary students in grades 1-5
adds 60 kindergarten and 75 el enmentary student spaces
new total capacity: 525 students (k-5)
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Br anbl ewood El enentary

one new full-day kindergarten classroom

two cl assroons for elenmentary students in grades 1-5
adds 20 kindergarten and 50 el ementary students spaces
new total capacity: 385 students (k-5)
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"Qur comrunity is also receiving 11 nodul ar cl assroons, which will be
installed at nine different schools throughout the district before this
fall," said Horne. "This new classroom space is part of the six-step
action plan that has been put in place to accomopdate the approxi mately
40, 000 students expected to enter full-day kindergarten across B.C. for
the 2011-12 school year."

Modul ar cl assroons are unique |earning centres that are bright and open
with high ceilings and wi ndows for plenty of natural |ight and cross-
ventilation and are a permanent, versatile solution with the same
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i fespan as a standard school classroom

"We are so glad to see construction begin on these two school expansion
projects," said Coquitlamboard of education chair Mlissa Hyndes. "Over
the next seven nonths, we | ook forward to watching the preparation for
full-day kindergarten at all our elenentary school sites.”

Si nce 2001, 20 capital and seismc projects worth nore than $79. 4
mllion have been conpleted in the Coquitlam school district. This
includes $27.5 nmillion for Heritage Wods Secondary school, which opened
in 2004.
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