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PARENTI NG VI DEOQ, WORKSHOPS SUPPORT NEW BRI TI SH COLUMBI ANS

VANCOUVER - Positive Parenting Across Cultures, a new video project

ai med at supporting and strengthening B.C.'s immgrant and refugee
famlies, was unveiled today at SSU C.CE. S.S. nmulticultural agency in
downt own Vancouver.

The video tells the fictionalized story of a Chinese inmm grant parent
and the chall enges she - and her teen-aged daughter and son - face in
navi gati ng both a new culture and new societal rules. It also outlines
t he many prograns and services avail able through the Mnistry of

Chil dren and Fam |y Devel opnment, including those that support children
and youth with special needs and those with nental -health chal |l enges,
and their famlies. The mnistry also has responsibility for youth
justice, early chil dhood devel opnent, youth services and child care.

"This project speaks to a real need within the inmgrant comunity for
clear, culturally appropriate information about child protection, as
wel | as the nmuch broader role of the mnistry in supporting children,
youth and famlies," said Children and Fam |y Devel opnent M ni ster
Mary

Pol ak. "Qur hope is that it will help '"denystify' the mnistry and

i ncrease awareness of the w de range of progranms and services offered
to support vul nerable children and youth, and strengthen famlies."

Presently available in Mandarin with English subtitles, plus

Cant onese,

Korean and Vi et nanese dubs with English subtitles, the video is part
of

a larger community outreach project intended to educate and raise
awar eness about the nature of child protection as well as the much
broader role of the Mnistry of Children and Fam |y Devel opnent.

Produced in partnership with the Vancouver, Surrey and Burnaby School
Districts - with funding from Wl comeBC - as well as community
partners

S UCCES S, MXSA C and the South Vancouver Nei ghbourhood House,

t he

videos will be used to support Settlenment Wrkers in Schools (SWYS)
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presentations and outreach to imm grant and refugee fam|lies.

"The SWS worker program has been trenendously successful in reaching
out to newy arrived famlies and connecting themw th services and
resources in their schools and their comunities," said |Ida Chong,
Regi onal Econom c and Skills Devel opment mnister and M nister
Responsi ble for Multiculturalismand Immgration. "This new video
really adds to existing informati on about B.C.'s child welfare and
fam |y support system and - nost inportantly - presents it in a way
that famlies can both understand and relate to."

Lower Mainl and SWS workers connected with nore than 28,000 clients in
2008- 09.

"The SWS and nulticultural |iaison workers in Vancouver, Burnaby and
Surrey school districts already do a trenendous job connecting wth,
and helping, newimmgrant famlies adjust to life in a new cultural
environnment," said Val erie Overgaard, Vancouver school board associate
superi ntendent -1l earning services. "These videos are a val uabl e new

t ool

to help immgrant parents |earn positive parenting skills as well as
the roles and responsibilities of MCFD. "

The Positive Parenting video also illustrates the w dening
comuni cation gap sone parents feel as their children are nore quickly
integrated into society.

"Many parents come to British Colunbia for their children - so that

t hey, the next generation, can get a good education and have the
opportunity for a brighter future,” said S U C.C.E.S.S. CEO Thonas

Tam

"But when children integrate nore quickly, as children often do, that
can lead to a widening conmuni cation gap, both in | anguage and cul ture.

"That's why projects like this video - which provides culturally
sensitive informati on about B.C. parenting practices plus a whole
range

of mnistry services - are so inportant in getting famlies off to a
good start," Tam said.

Expansi on of the project, which also includes an acconpanyi ng trainer
handbook, is slated to take place over the comng year with culturally
appropriate materials being created for outreach to B.C.'s grow ng
Sout h Asian conmunity. Future translations include Punjabi, H ndi and
Farsi .

To view the video in its entirety, please visit:
http://ww. ncf. gov. bc.ca/child protection/positive parenting. htm
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For nore information on governnent services or to subscribe to the
Province's news feeds using RSS, visit the Province's website at
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