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NEW REPORT SHOWS CLASSES STI LL SMALLER

VICTORIA - This year's class size and conposition report shows that
class sizes continue to be significantly smaller than when class size
regul ati on was brought in five years ago, while the nunber of

cl assroons continues to decline.

"Class size and conposition will always be inportant in this

provi nce," said Education Mnister Margaret MacDiarm d. "But there are
numer ous pi eces of research that say in order to truly have a positive
ef f ect

on student outconmes, we need to be focusing on teaching, |earning and
i nvol ving parents.™

The report shows there are nore than 549, 000 students in sone 64, 000
classroons in B.C. today. There are 2,564 fewer classes than | ast
year.

B. C. does the nobst conprehensive analysis of class size in Canada.
School districts nust subnmit a report by Cct. 30 each year. O her key
findi ngs include:

* More than 94 per cent of classes in B.C. have 30 or fewer students
and 98 per cent of classes have 32 or fewer students.

* The nunber of classes with 30 or nore students has dropped 61 per
cent since 2005- 06.

* Of the six per cent of classes with nmore than 30 students, nany

i ncl ude band, mnusic, choir and physical education.

In all classes with nore than 30 students, teachers have given
consent (grades 4-7) or have been consulted (grades 8-12), and the
princi pal and superintendent have determ ned that the |earning
conditions in the classroomare appropriate.

The 2010-11 class size report is avail able online:
http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/reporting/
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ADDI TI ONAL FI NDI NGS FROM CLASS S| ZE REPORT
O her findings fromthe 2010-11 cl ass size report include:

* There are 549,106 full-tinme equival ent enrol nents in provinci al
public schools, 1,391 fewer than |ast year

* The nunber of classes with 30 or nore students has dropped by 61
per cent since 2005-06.

* There are no kindergarten classes with nore than 22 students and no
cl asses fromgrades 1-3 with nore than 24 students.

* The provincial average for kindergarten classes is 18.3 students,
grades 1-3 is 20.7 students, grades 4-7 is 25.9 students and grades
8-12 is 25.1 students.

* There are 16,243 classes with assigned education assistants this
year - an increase of 27 per cent since 2005-06.

This year's reporting alerted two school districts to adjust |arger-

t han- average cl ass sizes: Central Coast (SD49) for kindergarten and grades 1-
3, and Prince CGeorge (SD57) for grades 1-3. Prince George reorgani zed sone

cl asses and Central Coast hired additional teaching staff. Both districts
are

now i n conpliance wth guidelines.
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For nore information on governnent services or to subscribe to the
Province's news feeds using RSS, visit the Province's website at
www. gov. bc. ca.
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