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$4. 4M FOR NI NE NEW CLASSROOMS | N COQUI TLAM SCHOOLS

COQUI TLAM - The Province is investing close to $4.4 million to add 205
student spaces for full-day kindergarten and el ementary enrol nent in

t he

Coqui tl am school district, Port Mody-Coquitlam M.A lain Bl ack and
Coqui t| am Bur ke Mountai n MLA Dougl as Horne announced t oday.

"Aspenwood and Branbl ewood El enentary schools will receive a total of

ni ne new cl assroons, which will help the schools nmeet the demand for
full -day kindergarten and el enentary enrol nent in these

nei ghbour hoods, "

said Black. "The value in providing full-day kindergarten prograns
cones

fromensuring all children in B.C. have a strong foundation for

| earni ng, because that will help lead themto future success in school."

Aspenwood El ementary will receive three classroons for full-day

ki ndergarten and three for elenentary students in grades 1-5. The new
classroons will add space for 60 kindergarten and 75 el enentary
students.

Branbl ewood El enentary will receive one new full-day kindergarten

cl assroom and two cl assroons for elenentary students in grades 1-5. The
new cl assroons will add space for 20 kindergarten and 50 el enentary
students.

The first stage of construction is scheduled to begin in Decenber 2010
and the additions are expected to be conpleted by Septenber 2011.

"These additions will create a total of 80 full-day kindergarten and

125

el enentary student spaces in the Coquitlam school district," said

Hor ne.

"This government is working with school districts throughout B.C. to

ensure space i s being provided where needed for full-day kindergarten
and - in the case of additions - to maxim ze the nunmber of classroons
in
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order to address enrol ment dermands in other grades as well."

The Coquitlam school district will also receive 11 nodul ar cl assroons,
which will be installed at nine school sites to accomodate students in
the fall of 2011. This is part of the six-step action plan that has
been put in place to guide the delivery of classroom space for the
approxi mately 40,000 students expected to enter full-day kindergarten
across B.C. in 2011.

"The additions and nodul ar classroons bring Coquitlam one step cl oser
to

being able to offer full-day kindergarten to our youngest students,"”
sai d Coqui tlam board of education chair Melissa Hyndes. "These new

cl assroons will give our schools the space they need to provide full-
day kindergarten to our youngest |earners while al so addressing the
needs of students in other grades.”

Modul ar cl assroons are unique | earning centres that are bright and
open,

with high ceilings and wi ndows for plenty of natural |ight and cross-
ventilation and are a permanent, versatile solution with the sane

l'i fespan as a standard school classroom These new classroons w Il be
constructed to nmeet the conmtments of B.C.'s Wod First Act and will
i ncl ude hi gh-performance buil di ng envel opes to inprove energy

ef ficiency and reduce operating costs.

"We know that providing early |earning progranms for young children is
essential for the devel opnent of academ c and social skills they need
to

succeed in school and in |ife," said Education M nister Margaret

MacDi arm d. "These new facilities will help us neet our comrtnent to
provide full-day kindergarten prograns throughout B.C in Septenber."

Si nce 2001, 20 capital and seismc projects worth nore than $79. 4
mllion have been conpleted in the Coquitlam school district. This
includes $27.5 mllion for Heritage Wods Secondary school, which
opened

in 2004.

During that sanme period, the Province has spent nore than $1.7 billion
to conpl ete 80 new and repl acement schools, 148 additions, 26
renovati on

projects and 22 site acquisitions across B.C. Al new and repl acenent
school s have been constructed to neet the | atest seismc standards.

By the end of 2010-11, the Province will have commtted nore than $3.9
billion in school capital and mai ntenance projects throughout B.C
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