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SECONDARY SCHOCL COVPLETI ON RATES EDGE UPWARD

VICTORIA - Wiile the trend in overall secondary school conpletion rates
continues upward in B.C. this year with a small increase to 79.7 per cent,
t here

is nore work to be done said M nister of Education Margaret MacD arm d.

"We have a good education systemin B.C. While student conpletion rates are
gradual ly heading in the right direction, we recognize there is significant
room

for inprovement,"” said MacDiarmid. "Going forward, we need to work with our
partners to offer our students a nore personalized approach to learning to neet
every student's needs."

Compl etion rates are determnmined by tracking the nunber of students entering
Grade 8 who graduate within six years with a Dogwood di pl oma, B.C.'s secondary
school graduation certificate. This year, B.C. saw a slight overall increase of
| ess than one per cent to the provincial conpletion rate due to a | arge nunber
of districts increasing their rates a little, rather than a few big districts

i ncreasing by |arge nunbers.

H ghlights:

* Forty school districts saw snmall increases in student conpletion rates, while
20 saw smal | decreases.

* Just over half of Aboriginal students (50.4 per cent) conpleted school | ast
year - that's 1.6 per cent nore than in 2008-09

* Twenty-three school districts have Aboriginal conpletion rates of 60 per cent
or nore, up eight districts fromlast year

* Nearly 60 per cent of the students in Gold Trail are Aboriginal - their
Aboriginal students have a conpletion rate 16 per cent higher than the

provi nci al average.

* Revel stoke had a conpletion rate of 97.9 per cent |ast year - 100 per cent of
the girls conpl eted.

* | ndependent school conpletion rates remain high at 88 per cent for 2009-10,
down from 89.7 per cent in 2008-009.

"More Aborigi nal students are successfully conpleting secondary school than
ever

before and they deserve our congratul ations for their achievenments," said
MacDi armid. "But we need to continue working with First Nations, educators and
school districts to ensure that every student has the opportunity to achieve
their best at school and in life."

Governnent continues to devel op i nnovative ways to support student achi evenent.
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Measures include creating provincial superintendents of achi evenent who work
closely with boards of education to exam ne student outcones and cross-
referenci ng Foundation Skills Assessnment (FSA) scores with conpletion-rate

dat a.

FSA scores provide a reliable predictor of a student's |ikelihood of completing
school on tine.

In addition, 51 school districts have now signed Aborigi nal Education
Enhancenent Agreenents, which are one conponent of the collaborative process
that the Province is undertaking to hel p support Aboriginal student

achi evenent .

O hers include the B.C. First Nation Education Agreenent, devel opi ng Abori gi na
content for the K-12 curriculum and addi ng Aborigi nal | anguages to the choices
for second-1anguage requirenents.

Factsheet with details on conpletion rates available online at:
http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ docs/ 2010/ fs_Conpl eti onRates_101130. pdf

This year's conpletion rates are available online at:
www. bced. gov. be. cal/reports/ pdfs/graduati on/ prov. pdf
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For nore information on governnent services or to subscribe to the Province's
news feeds using RSS, visit the Province's website at ww. gov. bc. ca.
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