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POMVEROY SPORTS CENTRE TO HOUSE ElI GHT CLASSROOVS

FORT ST. JOHN - The Province is investing $5.7 mllion to renovate
vacant space at the new Poneroy Sports Centre that will add ei ght new
secondary cl assroons to the Peace River North school district, Peace
Ri ver North M.A Pat Pi nm announced today.

"Housi ng secondary cl assroons at the Poneroy Sports Centre is a
creative

solution for the school district and will open up student spaces at
other schools in the area,” said Pimm "Having classroons in the centre
will also offer exciting opportunities for students to explore
athletics

at this state-of-the-art facility."

In order to nake roomin district elenmentary schools for full-day

ki ndergarten prograns, Grade 7 students will nove up to junior-
secondary

school s once the new cl assroons at the Poneroy Sports Centre are
conpl eted. The eight new classroons will accompbdate 200 students in
grades 8-12. Construction on the new classroons is scheduled to begin
in

April 2011 and be conpleted for Septenber 2011

"We are happy to have been able to work with the Gty of Fort St. John
and the Province to find a workable solution to provide full-day

ki ndergarten throughout the district," said Peace River North board of
education chair Gordon Anderson. "This project has given us the
flexibility to |l ook at our needs and deterni ne how best to enhance

| earni ng opportunities for every student."”

As part of the Province's $144.5-mllion capital commtnent to full-day
ki ndergarten, the Peace River North school district is also receiving
funding for two new nodul ar cl assroons at two school sites.

"As projects nmove forward throughout B.C. to create nurturing spaces
for

full-day kindergarten prograns, it is nice to see conmunity partners,
like those in Fort St. John, coning together to find solutions that
will
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benefit students,"” said Education M nister George Abbott.

Modul ar cl assroons are unique |learning centres that are bright and
open,

with high ceilings and wi ndows for plenty of natural l|ight and cross-
ventilation and are a permanent, versatile solution with the sane

i fespan as a standard school classroom These new classroons will be
constructed to neet the commtnents of B.C.'s Wod First Act and wil|
i ncl ude hi gh-performance buil di ng envel opes to inprove energy

ef ficiency and reduce operating costs.

Si nce 2001, the Province has invested $13.5 mllion in capital projects
in the Peace River North school district for additions to North Peace
Secondary, Duncan Cran El enentary and Prespat ou El ement ary- Secondary
schools. During that sane period, the Province has al so spent nore than
$1.7 billion to conplete 80 new and repl acenent schools, 148 additions,
26 renovation projects and 22 site acquisitions across B.C. The $144.5-
mllion full-day kindergarten capital investnment, first announced in
June 2010, is being provided in addition to B.C.'s three-year, $280-
mllion conmtnent to inplenent full-day kindergarten. Full-day

ki ndergarten is available for at |east 50 per cent of kindergarten
students in 2010 and for every eligible five-year-old starting schoo

in

2011.

By the end of 2010-11, the Province will have comitted nore than $3.9
billion in school capital and mai ntenance projects throughout B.C
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