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OPINION-EDITORIAL
DROP EVERYTHING AND READ ON OCT. 25 

By Margaret MacDiarmid
Minister of Education
Government of British Columbia
(343 Words) 

Oct. 22, 2010 

VICTORIA - Reading is a priceless gift we can give our children and 
ourselves. It not only helps ensure success throughout our lives, but 
opens up new worlds to us every day. 

Can you imagine what could happen if you couldn't read a prescription 
bottle or understand instructions from your doctor? More than one 
million British Columbians struggle with literacy, and as a doctor, I 
saw first-hand the effects that low literacy has on people's health and 
lives. 

Reading is the foundation everyone must have to be successful. Strong 
reading skills bring self-confidence and a better quality of life, 
which 
is what I want for every British Columbian. Literacy truly transforms 
lives. 

That's why I encourage you to Drop Everything and Read at 11 a.m. on 
Oct. 25. Take a break from your hectic day and grab your favourite book 
or magazine, or snuggle up on the couch with your children and their 
favourite book, and indulge in the joy of reading for 20 minutes. 

But don't stop there. Did you know that simple things like reading and 
telling stories to a child at 18 months are powerful stimuli for brain 
development, or that reading to children more than once a day has a 
substantial positive impact on their future academic skills? Moreover, 
research shows that children aged two and three who are read to several 
times a day do better in kindergarten by age four or five than children 
who are read to only a few times a week. 

Reading is like anything else - practice makes perfect. The more time 
you can spend reading as a family, the better. In fact, reading 
together 
builds stronger family relationships, encourages children's 
imaginations 
and, best of all, helps children develop a lifelong love of reading and 
learning. 
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The Province proclaimed October as Library Month in B.C. In addition to 
Drop Everything and Read Day, Oct. 25 also marks the eighth National 
School Library Day. 

So, please drop everything and read on Oct. 25 as a show of support for 
literacy and libraries around the province.
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For more information on government services or to subscribe to the 
Province's news feeds using RSS, visit the Province's website at 
www.gov.bc.ca.
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