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Bl GCGER, BETTER GARI BALDI SECONDARY OFFI Cl ALLY RE- OPENS

MAPLE RI DGE - Mapl e Ri dge-M ssion MLA Marc Dal ton was joi ned by
student s,

parents, teachers and comunity officials today to cel ebrate the
of ficial

re-openi ng of the expanded and upgraded Gari bal di Secondary.

"This school has undergone a conplete transformation since its hunble
begi nnings as the relatively small building that first opened its doors
back in 1958," said Dalton. "The renewed Garibaldi is a state-of-the-art
green school that will neet the needs of 21st Century students and
continue to serve our community for many years to cone.”

The renovated school includes new science and conputer |abs, a centra
library and an additional 2,956 square netres of overall space,
I ncreasing capacity from875 to 1,050 students.

Several design elenments were added to increase the school's energy-
efficiency and nmake it nmore environnentally friendly. Geen features,
whi ch coul d save the school up to 60 per cent in yearly operating costs,
i ncl ude:

* Increased natural light in classroons.

* Electronic controls and inproved lighting that |owers energy costs.

* Energy-efficient, lowvelocity air circulation systens.

* In-floor and in-wall heat.

* Ground source (geothermal) heating and cooling.

"The upgraded facilities will inprove |earning opportunities for
Garibaldi's students," said Education Mnister Margaret MacDi armid. "W
want students to have access to the best possible | earning environnents.
By prioritizing safety, using green design practices and focusing on in-
school technol ogies that support |earning, we are ensuring B.C schools
will remain anong the best in the world."

Gover nment invested $20.66 million to conduct structural upgrades and
create additional student space at Garibal di Secondary. Along with nore
classroonms and inproved learning facilities, existing sections of the
school were al so seismcally upgraded.
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"The expansion and revitalization of this school has been a very
positive

step for education in Maple Ridge," said Maple Ri dge-Pitt Meadows board
chair Ken Carkson. "As a nore spacious, safe, environnentally-conscious
school, Garibaldi Secondary is a real point of pride for this conmunity
and for our school district."

Since 2001, the Province has invested nore than $37.2 mllion in capital
projects in the Mapl e Ridge-Pitt Meadows school district, including the
new Sanmuel Robertson Techni cal Secondary. During the sanme period, the
Province has spent nore than $1.7 billion to conplete 80 new and

repl acement schools, 148 additions, 26 renovation projects and 22 site
acqui sitions across B.C

By the end of 2010-11, the Province will have commtted nore than $3.9
billion in school capital and mai ntenance projects. Al new and

repl acement school s have been constructed to neet the |atest seisnic
st andar ds.
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