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THE PARENT GUI DE TO SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL SCI ENCE PRQIECTS

VI CTORI A - Your son or daughter has just arrived home from school,
overflowng with enthusiasmfor their |atest assignnment - designing and
building a project for science class. Here are sone hel pful tips to keep
projects on track and interest |evels high.

- Hel p get things organi zed. Look over the assignnent, and tal k about
what the objectives of the project are with your buddi ng researcher.

Di scuss topics of interest, and suggest an early | ook to determ ne what
resources are available to help with each. This will help to bring
focus to the project, and provide a quick start organi zing any needed
references, tools or supplies.

- Help the student set a reasonable work schedule for their project, with
dates and objectives. This will help to keep the project in focus, and
ensure the workl oad renmai ns nmanageabl e.

- Science is about discovery. Sone of the best inventions and innovations
have happened by accident, or after many, many fail ed experinents.
Wiile it's great to show interest in their project, offer encouragenent
and even suggest resources, it is also inportant to all ow each student
to do their own work. A great report about a failed experinent can be a
much better | earning experience.

- Still stuck for an idea? There are many great on-line sources offering
student support for science fairs and projects, including:

- The Internet Public Library - ww.ipl.org/div/projectqguide

- Sci ence Buddi es - ww\. sci encebuddi es. org/

- Youth Science Canada - http://ww.ysf.cal/Kids/

- Canada-Wde Virtual Science Fair - http://ww.virtual sciencefair.com

The Year of Science is a school year programto showcase how sci ence

wor ks, who scientists are, the kinds of work they do, why science matters
to our everyday |lives and our comunities, and how young peopl e can have
an exciting career in those fields. Discover the excitenent of science by
taking part in the many activities and events schedul ed throughout the
province. Find out what's going on near you at ww. Year of Sci enceBC. ca.
Updat es on Year of Science activities are also available on Twitter and
Facebook.
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