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RESEARCH SUPPORTS ABCRI G NAL CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

NANAI MO - A new $2.5-mllion B.C regional innovation chair at Vancouver
Island University will engage First Nations comunities to create

meani ngful, culturally relevant and practical resources for early
chi | dhood educators of Aboriginal students, Children and Fam |y

Devel oprent M ni ster Mary Pol ak announced today.

"The B.C. regional innovation chair in Aboriginal early chil dhood

devel opnent will be instrunental in training nore professionals to work
with children in ways that reflect and pronote the traditions and val ues
of their culture," said Polak. "That, in turn, will help give Aborigina
children the best chance to succeed and develop to their full potential."

The total chair endownrent is $2.5 million, with $1.25 mllion provided by
the Province through its $56.25-nillion Leadi ng Edge Endownent Fund
(LEEF) .

This is the first LEEF Aboriginal early chil dhood devel opnent chair to be
appointed in B.C. It is a permanently endowed chair with Vancouver |Isl and
Uni versity.

The goal of the chair is to strengthen the cultural relevance of training
for early chil dhood educati on and devel opnent practitioners. This will be
achi eved through a new col | aborative approach that conbines research with
comuni ty-based practice to help create innovative and culturally

rel evant prograns and services. The research and innovati on agenda wl |
be coll aboratively set, actively involving Aboriginal practitioners and
educators in research and curricul um devel opnent .

Li nda McDonell, the newWy appointed chair, is a dedicated researcher in
early chil dhood devel opment. MDonell has been involved in groundbreaking
work in Aboriginal and | ndonesian communities with students and early
chi | dhood educators to enhance the connections between practitioners,

fam ly, comunity and cul ture.

"I feel both honoured and hunbl ed by the opportunity to do this work and
potentially make a difference in an area that has formed an inportant
focus for ny work over the past two decades," said MDonell. "I fee
especially fortunate that this opportunity is in an area that has both
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chal I enged and transformed nmy own beliefs, perspectives and approaches to
teaching, learning and living in so many significant and positive ways."

The chair will be in VIUs faculty of health and human services, and wl|l
have links to faculties across the institution such as the faculty of
soci al sciences, the departnent of First Nations studies in the faculty
of arts and humanities and the faculty of education. External links with
the University of Victoria, the University of British Colunbia, the
University of Northern British Col unbia and Thonpson Rivers University
will be expanded to pronote coll aboration and i nfornmation-sharing.

"We are very proud of Linda. Her work in the area of First Nations early

chi | dhood education and devel opment is exceptional," said Dr. Ral ph
Ni | son, president and vice-chancellor, Vancouver Island University. "I
know she will undertake her newrole with a strong comm tnent and respect

for Aboriginal communities. This is an inportant appointnment for our
provi nce and First Nations."

The B. C. governnent | aunched LEEF to encourage social and econom ¢

devel opnent in B.C. Based on a cost-sharing partnership with the private
sector, LEEF is establishing 20 permanent | eadership research chairs at
publ i c post-secondary institutions across the province in the areas of
medi cal , social, environmental and technol ogical research. LEEF is also
establ i shing nine regional innovation chairs to create opportunities in
comunities through B.C.'s colleges, universities and institutes.

McDonell is the 21st LEEF chair to be appointed.
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A backgrounder foll ows.
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The chair has four specific objectives:

* To enhance famly and conmunity know edge of early chil dhood devel opnent
by gathering and sharing information

* To mobilize and integrate know edge about early chil dhood devel opnent
anong professionals, famlies and community representatives to build Iinks
bet ween the classroom and the comunity.

* To enhance accessibility and expand culturally sensitive education and
prof essi onal devel opnment for Aboriginal students and practitioners in early
chi | dhood devel opnent .

* To strengthen connections between Aborigi nal and non-Aboriginal early
chi | dhood devel opnment professionals to transfer know edge.

Li nda McDonel |

* Linda McDonell has worked in early chil dhood educati on over the past
three decades in a variety of capacities, including 20 years as a frontline
early chil dhood educator (1971-1991), 22 years as a child-care researcher
(1988-present tinme) and 16 years as a post-secondary instructor
(1994-present time).

* McDonell has been a professor for early chil dhood educati on and care at
VI U since 1995. Throughout her career at VIU, MDonell has focused on
conmuni ty- based research as a key nmeans to devel op neani ngful, relevant
and hi gh-quality educational prograns for Aboriginal students.

* In her nore than 20 years of research experience, MDonell has been

i nvol ved in groundbreaking work in Aboriginal and | ndonesian comunities
with students and early chil dhood educators to enhance the connections
bet ween practitioners, fanmly, comunity and cul ture.

_30_
Medi a Cont acts:

Chri stine Ash

Medi a Rel ati ons Manager

M nistry of Children and Fam |y Devel opnent
250 356-1639

250 812-3616 (cell)

Toni O Keeffe

Conmuni cati ons and Public Rel ati ons
Vancouver |sland University

250 740-6341

For nore informati on on governnment services or to subscribe to the
Province's news feeds using RSS, visit the Province's website at
WWw. gov. bc. ca.



http://www.gov.bc.ca/




