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NEW BUSES, NEW | DEAS FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATI ON

VICTORIA - A $12.5-mllion investnment in 106 new green school buses will
benefit 31 school districts in B.C., Mnister of Education Margaret
MacDi ar mi d announced t oday.

The cl eaner-burni ng di esel buses reduce exhaust particulate by 90 per cent
conpared to the previous 1994 standard. Di esel buses al so produce 30 to
60 per cent better mileage than gasoline-fuelled buses and provide | onger
servi ce.

"These buses are built to neet the highest safety standards and incorporate
progressively greener technology,"” said MacDiarnmid. "Wile we continue to
provi de students with safe, confortable transportation, we need to | ook at
getting the best value for taxpayer dollars so that we can direct nore
resources to the classroom”

Approximately 1,200 buses are owned and operated by school districts, and
anot her 600 buses are operated by bus conpani es under contract. Currently,
school districts individually contract to buy buses from manufacturers.

"Student transportation services cost nore than $90 nmillion annually," said
MacDi armid. "Over the coming nonths, we will be |looking for new ways to
provi de bus transportation for students that will save noney that can be
reinvested in classroons.”

Bul k purchasing and a variety of other cost-saving options are being
studied. Sone districts like Prince George, Surrey and Maple Ri dge contract
out transportation services to private conpani es and benefit from reduced

| abour costs. Ot her school districts provide BC Transit bus passes to
students where it makes nore sense for themto travel by city bus.

"These cl ean-burni ng buses hel p support our goal of reducing greenhouse gas
eni ssions by 33 per cent by 2020," said Mnister of State for dinmate
Action John Yap. "Students are a big part of our effort to reduce carbon
pol lution, as the B.C. government becones the first carbon-neutra
jurisdiction in North Anerica in 2010."

Al B.C. public sector organizations are required to publicly report on
their enmissions |levels, on the actions they have taken to reduce these
| evel s, and their plans to mnimze em ssions.
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For information on the dollars invested and types and nunbers of buses
for school districts throughout the province, visit:
http: //ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ docs/ 2010/ bg_NewSchool Buses_100624. pdf .

- 30_
Medi a Cont act :

Public Affairs Bureau
M ni stry of Education
250 356-5963

For nore informati on on government services or to subscribe to the
Provi nce's news feeds using RSS, visit the Province' s website at
WWW. gov. bc. ca.
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