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TWO NEW ABORI G NAL COURSES FOR B. C. STUDENTS

VICTORIA - Students in B.C. will have two new English courses to choose
fromin Septenber, with the addition of English 10 and 11 First Peoples
to the curriculum announced M nister of Education Margaret MacDi arm d.

"It's a great pleasure to announce the addition of English 10 and 11
First Peoples to the curriculumon this, National Aboriginal Day," said
MacDi arm d. "We are proud to continue supporting Aboriginal student

achi evenent while encouraging all students to experience the rich
culture and history of First Peoples."

English First Peoples is intended for both Aboriginal and non-Abori gi nal
teachers and students. It represents an invitation to all learners to
expl ore and di scover First Peoples' worldviews through the study of
literary, informational and nedia texts with |ocal, Canadian and

i nternational First Peoples' content. English 10 First Peoples and
English 11 First Peoples join English 12 First Peoples, which was

i ntroduced in 2008.

"The introduction of English 10 First Peoples and English 11 First
Peopl es is another inportant step towards a nore respectful and
inclusive curriculum" said First Nations Education Steering Commttee
Presi dent Tyrone McNeil. "W | ook forward to devel opi ng nore
opportunities for students to |learn about B.C. First Nations' rich and
di verse history and culture.”

The Province has al so just announced the addition of a 14th Abori gi nal

| anguage, Kwak'wal a, to the curriculum providing choice for students in
t he Vancouver Island North school district. As well, Langley and Arrow
Lakes are signing Aboriginal education enhancenent agreenents for their
districts, with Arrow Lakes being the 50th district to sign.

"Much progress has been nmade towards closing the gap between Abori gi na
peopl es and other British Colunbians, but there is still much work to be
done," said Mnister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation George
Abbott. "By increasing awareness of Aboriginal culture, history and
traditions through initiatives |like English First Peoples, we are noving
closer to establishing a New Rel ati onshi p based upon nmutual respect and
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recognition.”

Abori ginal enrol ment has nearly doubled in B.C. public schools since
1993. As of Septenber 2009, there were nore than 61,000 Aborigi na
students, making up ten per cent of the total student popul ation

Provincial funding for Aboriginal education in the B.C. public K-12
school systemis increasing from$52.6 nmllion to $61.5 mllion for the
2010- 11 school year. The funds are used to support Aboriginal |anguage
and cul tural prograns, Aboriginal support service prograns, and other

| ocal i zed Abori gi nal education prograns.
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