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MORE THAN $144- M LLI ON | NVESTMENT DELI VERS FULL- DAY K

VICTORIA - An investnent of nore than $144 nillion and a new, six-step action
plan will provide the 665 new cl assroons needed to accommodate full-day

ki ndergarten in Septenber 2011, Premier Gordon Canpbell and Educati on

M ni st er

Mar garet MacDi arm d announced today.

"Research shows that a high quality, play-based kindergarten program devel ops
the academ ¢ and social skills that help children succeed in school and in
life," said Prem er Canpbell. "These new facilities will help us neet our
commitnent to provide full-day kindergarten for five year olds to support
children and working famlies."

The six-step action plan has been put in place to guide the delivery of

cl assroom space for the approxi mately 40,000 students expected to enter full-
day kindergarten in 2011. The six steps include:

* 133 newl y desi gned nodul ar cl assroons.

* New cl assroom space created by:

0 A new school in Langley

o New school space within the Enerplex in Fort St. John

* Additions to 21 schools in the Lower Minland, Capital Regional District,
Campbel | River and Central GCkanagan.

* Renovations to the resource centre next to Cataline El enmentary school in
Wl liams Lake.

* The re-opening of Anne McClynont Prinary in Kel owna.

* Approximately $10 million to furnish and equip classroons, including the
conversi on of existing surplus classroons to full-day kindergarten

"This critical investment in early learning is an investnment in our
province's

future - our children,"” said MacDiarmi d. "In doing so, we are serious about
finding efficiencies in every part of the education sector, which is why we
have i ssued a proposal call for the nmodular construction project on behal f of
districts to bul k purchase and reduce costs."

A request for proposals for the construction of the nodul ar cl assroons was
i ssued today. A centralized procurenent and construction process will ensure
cost efficiency and a comon, high-quality standard for each new nodul ar

The $144.5-million capital investnment is being provided in addition to B.C.'s
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three-year, $280-mllion commitment to inplenment full-day kindergarten for
al |

eligible children by Septenber 2011. Full-day kindergarten will be avail abl e
for up to 50 per cent of kindergarten students in 2010 and for every five-
year-old starting school in 2011

Si nce 2001, the Province has spent nore than $1.7 billion to conplete 80 new
and repl acenent schools, 148 additions, 26 renovation projects and 22 site
acquisitions across B.C. All new and repl acenent schools have been

const ruct ed

to neet the |atest seismc standards. By the end of 2009-10, the Province
will

have committed nmore than $3.8 billion in school capital and maintenance
projects across the province. As outlined by Prem er Canpbell, all new schoo
construction projects will include B.C. wood in their construction whenever
possi bl e.

To view artist renderings of proposed nodular units, visit
http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ docs/ 2010/ nodul ar _school . pdf

A backgrounder is avail able at
http://wwm2. news. gov. bc. ca/ news rel eases 2009-2013/ 2010PREMD121- 000700. ht m
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