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EDUCATI ON FUNDI NG TO | NCREASE FOR TENTH STRAI GHT YEAR

VICTORI A - As announced in Budget 2010, B.C. school districts will
receive $4.663 billion in operating grants next year, a $112-mllion

i ncrease over this year. Average per-pupil funding is also expected to
increase by an estimated $105 from $8,196 this year to $8,301 in 2010-
11 - a record high.

The increase to operating funding includes $54 mllion to fully fund
the teachers' wage settlenent and $58 nmillion to fully fund the

i mpl enentation of full day Kindergarten. The per-pupil fundi ng anpunt
has increased by an estimated $2,039 since 2000-01.

School districts project there will be 544,223 full-tine equival ent
(FTE) students at B.C. public schools in 2010-11, an increase of 2,306
FTE students. This increase is due primarily to the inplenmentation of
full day Kindergarten, which resulted in an additional 7,440 FTE
students.

Fifty-five of 60 districts will begin offering full day Kindergarten in
Sept enber 2010. School districts are projecting 5,976 fewer students in
grades 1 through 12. School districts facing significant cumul ative
enrol ment decline will receive nearly $13 mllion in supplenmenta
fundi ng. Each school district will receive at |least as nuch funding in
2010-11 as they did |l ast year.

A technical review comittee, conprised of school district
superintendents, secretary-treasurers and nministry staff, reviews the
funding formula each year to ensure it is equitable and current. Based
on the committee's reconmendati ons, the Province has updated the
funding formula to allocate the current |abour settlenent suppl enents

t hrough the existing popul ati on-based nodel, which is currently how the
majority of funding is allocated. This change ensures equity across the
provi nce.

In addition to the increase in operating funding next year, $110
mllion in annual facilities grant funding will be nade available to
school districts between now and March 31, 2011. School districts will
al so share $51 million in ComunityLlI NK funding to support the

provi nce's nost vul nerabl e students.

The government is working to nake B.C. the best-educated, nost literate
jurisdiction on the continent. Since 2000-01, the Province has
increased funding to B.C. public schools by nore than $1.3 billion:
$919 million in operating grants and $407 million in one-tine grants.
To date, the nunber of students in the system has declined by nore than
56, 000.

Provi nce-wi de enrol nent and funding information for 2010-11 can be
viewed at: http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ k12f undi ng/.
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Rel at ed i nformati on:
* Backgrounder: Funding continues to rise despite enrol nent decline.
http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ docs/ 2010/ bg 10-11Prelim naryQperati ngGants 100315. pdf

* Factsheet: Estimated funding for |abour settlements and new full-day

Ki ndergarten enrol nent, 2010-11.

http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ docs/ 2010/ fs_Labour Settl enent sSFDK_100315. pdf

* Factsheet: School districts receive $112-million increase in

operating grants

http://ww. bced. gov. bc. ca/ news/ docs/ 2010/ fs _Prelim naryQperati ngGants 100315. pdf
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For nmore information on governnent services or to subscribe to the
Province's news feeds using RSS, visit the Province's website at
WWW. gov. bc. ca.
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