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DI STRI CT SI GNS THI RD ABORI G NAL EDUCATI ON AGREEMENT

PI TT MEADOAS - Representatives fromthe Mapl e Ridge-Pitt Meadows' schoo
district, Mnistry of Education and |ocal Aboriginal communities signed their
third Aboriginal education enhancenent agreenent today, in Swan-e-set
Longhouse on the traditional territory of the Katzie First Nation.

"Mapl e Ridge-Pitt Meadows is the first school district in British Colunmbia to
sign their third Aborigi nal education enhancenent agreenent," said Marc

Dal ton, M.A for Maple R dge-Mssion. "As a forner school teacher with Mtis
heritage, | know this will greatly benefit Aboriginal children and

comuni ties

at large."

"Abori gi nal education enhancenent agreenents are an inportant part of our

pl an

to inprove aboriginal student achievenent," said Educati on M nister Margaret
MacDi arnmid. "By working with Aboriginal communities to devel op strategies and
curriculum we're hel ping ensure that each child has the best chance to
succeed and devel op skills to reach their full potential."

The cerenony was enbl ematic of the remarkabl e partnership between | ocal First
Nati ons and the school district. The agreenent was carried into the Longhouse
with a six-panelled wood carving entitled "Spirit of Qur Children", created
by

nore than 650 Aboriginal students from across the school district.

"The col |l aborative efforts of the school district, Aboriginal comunities,
students and parents will mean nore opportunities for student success," said
school district superintendent Jan Unwin. "Agreenents like this help focus

t he

comm tnent and resources necessary to inprove school outcones for Aborigina
students. "

The Province is investing $53.6 nmillion a year, or about $1,015 per student,
for Aboriginal education in 2009-10. The funds are used to support Abori gi nal
| anguage and cul ture prograns, Aboriginal support service prograns and ot her
| ocal i zed Aboriginal education prograns.

Abori gi nal education enhancenent agreenents support the integration of
Aboriginal culture in public schools, and Aboriginal conmunities are invol ved
in the design of prograns, services and curriculumdelivery ainmed at

i mprovi ng

Abori gi nal student achi evenent.
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"This agreenent builds on the framework for increased understandi ng and
respect of Aboriginal peoples, their cultures and history,"” said Doug Hoey,
princi pal of Aboriginal Education for school district 42. "Qur third
enhancenment agreement will inprove literacy and nuneracy for over 1,000
Aboriginal students, and initiatives like the My Story Program al |l ow al |
students to expand on their oral |anguage communication and tradition while
| earni ng nore about Aboriginal culture.”

This third agreenment is the result of ongoi ng engagenent by nenbers of the
Aboriginal community and SD 42 where the Aboriginal student popul ati on has

i ncreased every year, and is experiencing a greater representation of
Aborigi nal students, parents and Aboriginal community agencies and networks.

"We are very excited to have our third Aboriginal education enhancenent
agreenment in place,"” said Maple Ri dge-Pitt Meadows board of education chair
Ken d arkson. "Qur Aboriginal student popul ati on has been increasing over the
years, and it is nore inportant than ever that we continue to build on
facilitating excellence for all our Aboriginal learners in all grade levels."

Local Aborigi nal groups, the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows school district and the
mnistry worked closely to devel op strategies, objectives and goals to help

i mprove Aborigi nal student success. The district's Aboriginal education

advi sory comrittee neets three tines each school year to eval uate perfornmance
data and review the agreenent. The two nmain goals of the agreenent, which
will

be integrated into the district achievenment contract as well as into each
school's growth plan, are:

* To inprove Aboriginal student success.

* To inprove Aboriginal students' sense of bel onging.

School districts report encouraging results follow ng the signing of an
Abori gi nal education enhancenent agreenent. Conpletion rates for Aboriginal
students in the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows school district increased by nore
than seven per cent since their first agreenent in 2004.

To date, 48 B.C. school districts have signed Aboriginal education
enhancenent

agreenents. These agreenents support the Province's Pacific Leadership Agenda
to build new relationships with Aboriginal peoples, as well as help schools
nmeet the needs of Aboriginal students. Aborigi nal educati on enhancenent
agreenments are just one conmponent of the collaborative process that the
Province is undertaking to inprove Aboriginal student achievenent. O hers
include the B.C. First Nation Educati on Agreenent and devel opi ng Abori gi na
content for the K-12 curricul um
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